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Restitution Sought for 
Clarksburg Inquiry 
Montgomcr-y Might Rcin~hui-sc Rcsidcnts Group I!p to 
S500.000 for Costs 

13:, I-in) C'mig and h, l i rn~~cia  5. ;lch 

\ \ b : l \ l l l ~ ~  g11>11 l ) [ b t  KLlCf i i - r l l c r \  
Su~lda!. !;ll:ui~r! l 5. 2ncr6. C'lr15 

The ?vlontgomc.r\. C:'ounp Crl~111il l  is considering 
reimbursing Cl;~rh 51~1-g  yes icletlts ij*l~o cxposcd Inpl;c\ 
i i i  thc cout l t j~ '~  jd311i1i1lg j>roc~'\h C I ~  111 B 11;ilf-t~lillio~l . . 
dollars in legill ti.cs. ~nc:~ls.  ucl l pi~ilr~c bills. uUiice 
supplius and mi l c ' ag~ '  

Thc cuuilcil has ~ c h e d u l c d  a discussion of'tllr pr-clpc~si~l for Tuc~ilay. I t  rccci\,cd thc request from the 
Clarksburg Totbn Center- !ld\,isory C'om~nittcc. which ~ i r i c c ~ \ ~ ~ t . c ~ l  tllc county's fiilure to adequately 
oversee de\ elopers and buildcrs in tlie nortllcin Clontgomcry c t j~l l~l l~~t l i ty .  

,Alrl~ougt~ silule council mcnlhcrs said rlio county'+ lallscs 1111gll1 .ju\ti f t!lc paymcnt. others fcal-cd it 
ould l;ct a costly I I I ~ C C C I ~ L ' I I ~  10 ask tar;pa>,ars to pici 111) ~ h c  lab i'or groups thzt light local ~c l iVcr r~~nc[ l t  

U ~ C ~ I I T I I  irr~gularitics. 

" I  u ;lnr to a s w s s  thc rcactioll of rnY co11~1itucnts as to whethcr rl~is is a good idea 01- 1101." 5;jid c<lunc.il 
Prcsidcnr ticorgc. L. Lcvcnthal ( D- At I.argc). 

Thu rcqucst fLr rc~mbursctncnt c ~ n i c  ;i~ the su111r t i  tne the courlty's indepcndcnt inspcCtc)~- gcncral, 
1 hor-~~as .I. Dagley. gale 1115 clearest itldicnt~ou to datu of rhc scope vf  111s probc uf de\ cltlpintnt 
i1-rcgul31-1t1cs at C'lal-kshur-g To\+ 11 C crlrt.1. pal?> I) t' tvhich wurc built tuo tall and too cloxt. to tllc strcct. 

'I he findings PI-omptcd t i i u l t ~ ~ ~ l ~  in\ ~,51lg;ltio11~. i~lcluditlg a ruput-I ii-orn thc council's ii~\:t.stigati\,c n I m  
that f i ~ u n d  in No\.cmhcr that tllc pI;~~lnin;: dcpartnlc~lt w a s  t c w  casual in its rccordkeepil~g and oftcn modc 
kc? decisions our of' public \ icn.  

i n  a mcmo to county leaders la31 iicck. Daglcy said hc I S  C O ~ L ~ ~ I U ~ I I ; I ,  to i t l i c s t ~ p r ~ .  \I t ~ ~ ' r l ~ c r  "fiilsc, 
ni~xlcad~ng or altcrcd clltrics appear on public records." He said hc i q  cunlnlrilrls tllc :iutt~cnricit\. uf' 
plann~ng documents and sign;iturcs 011 thnsc docurncl~ts . 

T!lc C'larksburg rcsidc~~tx. i~*l~r)st. findings sparkcd Daglcy's invcstig;lti~l~~. sak ~ h c  C C I U I I ~ ~  should liclp 
tl1c111 ll;ly tt1ci1- ; I ~ I O ~ I I L ' ) ~ .  honrlan Knopf'and Da~.ici U'. Bmivrl. Thc rc~sidcnrs s;i~d r h q  hat! li,c~t.ii - 
thousallch rl t' t l o ~ ~ r s  cst ~gnt  i11g irregularities at C'larksburs -1'own C'cntcr. C1oi11g L+ ork the  cilunty should 
11aw doric. 

"'I'his is a L.;IS~. M 11t.r~ the i<su~I ty  :~ckno~vleciged the work 1t.c have done 2nd [is] using thc i\ ork ii;e ha\ c 
dol~c," said .An~v Prcslcl-. ;1 Icnticr t ~ f  tl-tc group. "Why on Earth k h o l ~ l d  I hacc to pay fi)r the pri\,ilcgt: 1 0  
COrrect the L . \ , L J I I I ~ ' S  I I Is! . . . \ i ' c  ili.C tlot ;iskill2 tllat CIUI- f i~nc  bc P;IICI. but ~ V C  diinl sure are asking that n:c. 
don't come ,in ay l i ~ \ m  thls pruccss ha\ ing to Itlortgagc o u r  h(rrncs." 

http: ' i t  ~ I ' ~ v . ~ v ; ~ s ~ ~ ~ I I ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ ( ) s ~ . c ~ I I I I  'wp-dyt~ content nrticlc ?OOh r l !  I 4 XK2OOhO 1 1300036 p..  . 1 1 '7 3006 



T t ~ c  ~ L ' S I ~ C ~ I I S  ~i-01117. 1~1~i1111111g ot'ficials a11d C I C ~  olopcr Uuit I:lnd Communi~~e: ,  of  5311 111 ego ha1 c ilgrc'cc! 
Ir,  n;iJiute theis ~ I ~ ~ . C T C I I C C S  a w l  31.c ~clleduleci t i )  bcyin a three-day session r h ~ \  rnimth t o  cc)mc up LI I th a 
pla11 for C O I I I ~ I C ~  111g 111c co~nmunit!,. 

I11 1hci1. T C ~ I I L ' S I  t;)r r~inlburs~'1ilc111. I'I'CSIC?, and thC seeen other c n m ~ ~ ~ i t t c e  mcrnburs ;KC ;lsl\lilg thc 
coutlty to pay 52.b7.000 in lcgal fccs and t'speusd.; owed to thc Krliki illc law- finn of ' l inopt '  R: Hroivri. 

- , > 3  - ivhosc 2ttornuq.s h a w  c,h;irg<d the group 5,-? ;in hour. 

r t n ~ i n ~ i  ttce members :11so are sceking rci~ilbusse~nctlt t i l l  53 5.09 1 for office supplies. ~nileagc. parking. 
n ~ u a l s  and t ' i~~isccl la~icous  expcnscs" s i1~11  as cop>ing fees. cell P ~ I O I I C  chnrgt.5 and rllu hiring ot'uxperts. 
incluciing a 11:111~li< TI ting cxpurt. 01' Ihai total. 52,925 was 1tcml7.cd as mcals. 

Ciroup mcinl~crs illst r ivnnt t hc cnurlty to set asldc ;In additional S3OO.HOiJ tilt. cxpccted 1 ~ ~ ~ 1 1  ~ X ~ ~ ~ I S C S  

that tllcy bcllcvc lhcy u i l l  m u r  becausc o I' lht. ongolllg mcdiatio~l. 

C'ounc~l mculbcr S t c w n  21. S ~ l i  cltman (D-A t Large). c h i  r!tl;iu of tllc council ct!mmitt<e that o\.ersccs 
devclopnic:~t, said Ilc is syr- pathetic to tllc ~.c.sidents. 

"The g~ \~ t . rnment  dlclulci make 3111ci1dc to 1hc com~nullity lor pursuin; ;i uniquc si ruat ion," r;,11li 

Sili.erman. ~ v h o  is iui1i1111g f i l l -  count!, cxccutrt c. 

Sel  era1 other council 111c11ihcr~ s ; i  rhcy ~vcluld p~.cl'cr ~ h c  group t o  negot iatc lcgai fuc:. ,111d cxperlscs i+ 1111 

thc dc\.clopcr- during ~ n i c d ~ a t ~ o n .  

"I think t 1 1 ~ 1 . t  arc issues of ~)rc~cdct l t  it'tllc coilrity step:, 111 011 this," wtd council mcmber Marilyn 
I'raisrlcs (D- Eastcrl~ C ' o u ~ ~ r - ) .  

But Prcslcy said haggling 01 er lcgal kc:, i r i  the mediation n rjuld distract ii-u~n tlw primar~,  goal of 
Iinprt ~ n g  the communitg for rcsidcnr5 and di~ninish thc gruup's: bargainins power. 

Thc Clarkcburg controL ers!. has hccn a !uajo~- distrnctlon fbr clcctcd oftizlals. \.s 110 arc caget. t t )  put thc 
Inattcr b c l i i ~ ~ d  thcin Rut  llnglcq's memo suygcst3 tllat is unlikel> to happen. 

, ~ I t l ~ ~ - ~ u ~ t ~  111s ~IICIIIO. \i Illit1 llc sent to the ci~i11lc11. I1l:1nning Board Chairmarl TICI.ICL 1'. Bcrlagc and 
C'ounr t uccuti\.c Dougl:is C! Dullcan (1)). ~i as short ~ ! I I  detail. Dagley suggc<tccl tll,~t hc \t 111 cxainint. 
c 1 t ) ~ c I ~  I l ~ t h ~ r  kc) plai111111g C1ocu111ci~t~ had bee11 faked. 

L11 I i o ~ c m b c r .  rtlc rcsidunts group hired A h:undwriting c\pci-I. who said tllcrc was el-idencc that xx.cral 
Jiffb-cnt sigrlarurt..; on plu11ning d o c u m c ~ ~ t s  q-qxnred tc'r Ilavc bccn 11l;lric b! the ~ 3 1 1 1 ~  ~ ~ I - S O I I .  Pl~t111i11g 
officials and rcprcscntati~-cs of tllc dc i ,~ Iopcr  11;n c said tllcrc was 110 ivrc)ngdoil~g. 

Dagiey LIISO wants to kni,\~- n,l~c.thcr property "ti ;13 \\.rt,ngti~llq transfi.rrcdi' in C'1~i-kshi11.g. TIIU rzsidelltr; 
group 11;lri produced documcnrs sh,lu.i~lg propcrty lincs and build ~ n g  plans that did not ~n:lrch what i ~ ; l s  
built. 

Uuglcy dcclined 10 di.;cuss his findings ]rm~s~cr~!rt!. But in hls nlcrno. 11t. ~vrotc  that I I C  rcserires t l ~ c  right to 
rCCcr hi5 tindings 10 criminal prosecutors. 
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